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TRINITY COLLEGE,
HARTFORD, CONN.
JI,

T

RINITY COLLEGE, under the name of Washington College, received its Charter in 1823.
The present name was adopted in 1846.
Its chief founder was the Right Rev. Thomas
Church Brownell, Bishop of Connecticut. Established by Episcopalians as a contribution to higher education, it is not a Church institution in the sense of being directed by the Church. Its
advantages are placed at the service of those of every creed.
Formerly on site of present State Capitol, it was transferred in 1878 to the southwestern part
of the city. The principal building, in the English Secular Gothic style, 663 feet long, including
Jarvis and Seabury Halls and Northam Towers, is one of the most imposing and admirably fitted
educational edifices in the United States. It was intended to form the west side of a great quadrangle. Outside of the lines of this quadrangle at the south are the Observatory I the Boardman
Halt of Natural History, and the Jarvis Laboratories for Chemistry and for Physics. To the north
of it are the Gymnasium, houses of the President and Professors, and Chapter Houses of the
Fraternities.
Below the College Campus to the east and within three minutes' walk is the
spacious Athletic field. In beauty of situation, healthful conditions of life, and equipment for its
special work, the College is not surpassed.
The College has distinct courses of four years in Arts and in Science.
The Faculty includes seventeen professors, four instructors, three lecturers, librarian, and
medical director.
Among the Elective studies within the respective courses there is no important subject for
which adequate provision is not made.
Properly qualified candidates not desiring to pursue all of the studies of any course are allowed as Special Students to pursue certain subjects, receiving certificates for work satisfactorily
accomplished.
The Library contains 52,000 volumes. Generous contributions of the Alumni are maldng
possible a rapid addition to its resources. A reference Reading Room is open every day and five
evenings of the week.
The Jarvis Chemical and Physical Laboratories have au excellent e<}Uipment for Elementary
and Advanced work.
The Hall of Natural History contains the Museum and Biological Laboratories provided with
the most modem appliances.
In the year 1903-1904 a full technical course in Civil Engineering was for the first time made
available for all qualified applicants.
There are numerous scholarships provided pecuniary assistance for deserving students. The
three Holland Scholarships, yielding each $600 per annum, are awarded to the three best students
in the three lower classes respectively. The Russell Graduate Fellowship of $600 is awarded
biennially in the interest of higher graduate study. The Mary A. Terry Graduate Fellowship, of
$560, is awarded annually. Prizes to the amount of $500 are also awarded to undergraduates for
success in the work of the various departments.
Two examinations for admission are held at the college each year, the first on the three days
following the Annual Commencement, and the second in September, immediately before the
beginning of the Christmas term.
For Catalogues, Examination papers, or information, apply to the President or Secretary of
of the Faculty.
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TRINITY COILEGE AT THE OPENING OF
THE CIVIL WAR.
BY W. B. PJlNPIBI.D,

'62.

In the fall term of 1860, the question of organizing a military
company for the purpose of having the science of military tactics
taught by men who came from the military schools of Hamden and Litchfield, who had volunteered to give the instruction
free, was agitated.
The result was the formation of the organization known as
the Graham Guard. Our Greek professor, Edward Graham
Daves was interested in the proposed organization to the
extent of presenting to the Company the flag and all other
things necessary to make the undertaking a military success,
hence the name, "Graham Guard," was the courteous return
for his generous offer.
At the time, the political disturbance in the country was
causing alarm, but that alarm had not moved the students of
Trinity, because they believed that the dispute between the
North and the South would be settled without an appeal to
arms.
Franklin H. Fowler, '61, was chosen Captain. The other
students from the military schools were as follows: Wm. H.
Webster, '61; Wm. H. Birckhead, '61; Leonard Kip Storrs, '63;
J. F. Ely, '64; Fordham Morris, '64.
The above named men were well acquainted with Hardee's
Tactics. The meetings of the Guard were held in the Parthenon
Hall. After much instruction and drill in company movements,
the company was considered able to receive instruction in the
Manual· of Arms. So ten cadet-muskets were borrowed of the
state. Then the Company was given "bayonet exercise,"
"load in nine times," etc., in accordance with Hardee's Tactics.
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The violent Secessionists of the South were driving the
people of their states to demand secession from the Union.
The Union party in Virginia and the border states was trying to
get a settlement of the question in a peaceable manner, but the
Secessionists in Congress went home and left the Union party
helpless.
On February 4, 1861, six states held a convention in Montgomery, Ala., and formed a Confederacy with the title, "The
Confederate States of America." They elected Jefferson Davis
·President. The bombardment of Fort Sumter on the 12th of
April suddenly changed a peaceable people into a belligerent
people. The blow at first seemed to paralyze _the North,
but when Mr. Lincoln called for 75,000 men to put down the
rebellion, 75,000 men enlisted at once and as many more. The
people of the North were aroused to save the nation at all
hazards. Life, property, and peace were sacrificed without
reserve.
These men were not soldiers, and there were very few men
among them qualified to command soldiers.
Now came into action, indeed, the officers of the Graham
Guard. They gave those of the new army who had been commissioned as officers, special instruction by themselves, then
they assisted them in the instruction of the rank and file.
Soon squads of men were marching in the streets, keeping step
by the tap of the drum. Left, left, left, could be heard in the
parks and streets from morning till night. There was an energy
shown in this preparation for war that was commendable.
The excitement caused by the preparation for war was rising.
Patriotic songs could be heard in the streets by day and by
night. The Red, White and Blue were colors for decoration
for persons and for buildings. All public buildings were expected to fly the Stars and Stripes.
·
There occurred at this time an unfortunate difference of
opinion, which was expressed by J. R. Hawley in an editorial
in his paper . against Mrs. General Whiting, widow of General
Whiting of the regular army of the U. S., on account of her
son, A. S. Whit~g, who had joined the Secession Army in the
state in which he lived.
Professor Edward Graham Daves wrote a reply to the edi-
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torial, and as he was a Southern man with Southern sympathies,
it caused a feeling ''in the city'' against Trinity College.
The call of the day was the Red, White and Blue, and the
flag of our nation had not been raised over Trinity College.
So a committee of students called on President Eliot, who
happened to be at the comer of College and Trinity Streets on
his way home. William S. Cogswell of '61, represented the
committee.
Mr. Cogswell began, "Good evening, President Eliot." "Good
evening, gentlemen," returned the President.
Mr. Cogswell continued, "I am delegated by the students of
Trinity College to ask permission to raise our nation's flag,
the Stars and Stripes, on a suitable staff, over the belfry tower
of Seabury Hall.''
Pr~sident Eliot, in reply, said, "I do not approve ·of raising
bunting of any kind over any building consecrated to the
worship of Almighty God. Seabury Hall encloses the College
Chapel, therefore I do not favor your request."
"But," Mr. Cogswell replied, "the belfry tower is over the
'chemical and philosophical rooms and not over the Chapel."
In reply, President Eliot said, "I do not wish to split hairs
over this question.''
Mr. Cogswell continued, "Mr. President, we have been informed by reliable· men of the city, that a mob of men has
been organized to attack the Trinity College buildings and
tear them down because they cover secessionists and traitors.''
President Eliot replied with emphasis, "I do not and I will
not yield to mob law. I, also, have been informed of this
so-called mob, and I have seen the Mayor of the city about it.
He has assured me that the City Guard is under orders to march
at a moment's notice to your assistance, if any attack is made
on the College.''
·
Mr. Cogswell continued, "What shall we do if an attack is
made on us?"
President Eliot replied, "Fight, fight 'em as long as you can."
We gave three rousing cheers for President Eliot, then we
retired to our rooms. No attack was made on the College
buildings. As students of Trinity College we felt that the
threat of violence was an act of ingratitude to an institution
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that had done much to assist the city at a time when assistance
was needed.
In three or- four days, a suitable flagstaff was procured and
mounted on the belfry tower of Brownell Hall. Then a patriotic
college meeting was held. The Stars and Stripes were sent up
to the top of the staff and saluted with cheers.
Lieutenant Arthur Washington Allyn of '61, who was one
of the first to enlist, made a stirring speech to show the duty
of all true Americans to fight for the preservation of the Union.
. About this time the Southern boys set out for home, because
their parents or guardians had ordered them home. They
did not appear to be pleased with this action. They took
passage to New York on the steamboat. A small number of
students escorted them to the boat and bade them "God speed"
with the hope that the warlike preparations would prove to be
unnecessary. They were: Armand L. De Rossett, N. C.;
Edward S. De Rossett, N. C.; Luther Ehorn, N. C.; Matthias
M. Marshall, N. C. ; Edward Wooten, N. C. ; Walter E. Bondurant, Miss. It was with mutual sorrow that the parting
had to be made.
The state recalled the ten cadet-muskets, and left the "Graham
Guard" without arms. We missed the guns, as they had given
the Guard considerable experience in the ability to use arms
easily and with necessary precision. As the time went on,
many of our number had enlisted and left College for the Camp,
so that we seemed to have lost our force. As college examinations in June called for all the attention to our studies that
we could give, we for the time left the military studies for our
academic work. Please give us credit for losing much time
in military preparations after Mr. Lincoln's call for troops on
the 10th of April, 1861. This lost time we were obliged to
make up to pass our annual examinations.
During this time, Trinity had many serious trials: Professor
Samuel Eliot was elected President of the College to succeed
Professor John Brocklesby. He was inaugurated on the 8th
day of April, 1861, just before the opening of the war. Our
Greek Professor, Edward Graham Daves, left us in May. President Eliot took charge of the Greek of the Junior Class and
perhaps of the Freshman and Sophomore Classes, also. Bishop
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Williams and Dr. Edward A. Washbum kindly volunteered
to take charge of the Junior and Senior studies. The arrangement was of great importance to us for they were the most
accomplished teachers in the country.
The Class of '61 lost by enlistment:
Lieutenant Arthur Washington Allyn, promoted to Major
in Regular Army.
Lieutenant Wm. S. Cogswell, '61, 5th Conn. Vols., came home
in 1865, Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regiment.
Lieutenant Augustus Morse, Jr., '61, 3 month Regt., came
home and joined the Class of 1862 in the fall term.
Lieutenant Wm H. Webster, '61, 5th Conn. Vols., with his
regiment in 1861, 1862 and 1863. A captain in the Invalid
Corps, afterwards a Major in Regular Army, Later he was
Chief Examiner in Civil Service Commission.
George W. Hugg, '62, came from his home, Morristown, N. J.,
in September, 1862, and enlisted in 25th Conn. Vols. After
the death of D. P. Dewey he was promoted Lieutenant. When
in the Brashear City Hospital, La., was captured in May, 1863,
taken to Camp Tyler, Texas, where he was held till July, 1864,
when he was sent to a New Orleans Hospital, where he died,
July 29, 1864.
Adjutant Heber Smith, '62, enlisted as Lieutenant in the
5th Conn. Regiment in 1861, was promoted to be Adjutant of
the Regiment; was killed in the battle at Cedar Mountain, Va.,
August 9, 1862.
Wm. D. Penfield, '62, enlisted in U. S. N., August 18, 1863.
George F. Ellis, '62, enlisted in U. S. N., 1862.
James W. Clark, '63, enlisted in U. S. N., 1863.
Richard F. Goodman, '63, enlisted in U. S. N., 1863.
Lieutenant Daniel P. Dewey, '64, enlisted in 25th C. V., 1862.
Was killed in battle of Irish Bend, La., in May, 1863.
Lieutenant Robert W. Huntington, '64, enlisted in 1862.
Transferred to Marine Corps, U. S. N. Colonel Huntington
distinguished himself at the Siege of Santiago, in Spanish War,
1898.
Fordham Morris, '64, enlisted in 1863; major of Ira Harris
Cavalry, N. Y.
Edward C. Hopson, '64, a captain in a Vermont regiment.
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Lemuel Wells, '64, in army. Now the Rt. Rev. Lemuel
Wells, Spokane.
Robert S. Stedman, '64, in army.
Lewis, '65, 2nd Conn. Heavy Artillery.
Griffin Stedman, '59, Colonel of 11th C. V.; Brigadier General,
killed at Petersburg.
Theodore Glazier, '60, 2nd Conn. Heavy Artillery.
I do not possess any record of many who enlisted after 1864.
The patriotism of Trinity College during the dark days of
the Civil War was of the highest order. The Southern students
who were called home at the beginning of the war took all
attachment for a "Confederacy" with them.
All who came under the influence of President Samuel Eliot,
soon learned the value of the Union, and the worthlessness of a
Confederacy.
The young men who enlisted, enlisted to defeat the forces
that were in battle array to destroy the Union. They did
not expect an easy task. They were too well acquainted with
Southern men to expect them to abandon their secession
movement without a struggle. They knew well the sacrifice
they were offering for their country.

TO JOHN MILTON.
BY C. ], BACKUS,

JR,, '09.

A man thou-, who from Heaven above wert sent
To serve as t,ype of strength and constancy
Doing the duty which God gave to thee.
For duty's sake thy sight was early spent
For thou with fervor thy proud spirit bent
To hurl abroad thy piercing, barbed darts
At scoffing enemies in foreign parts,
Despite the warning of that heavy pain,
Which thou well knew within thy fertile brain,
Would wrap thee in a never ending night
Closing thy eyes forever to the ljght.
But thou, though wrapped in darkness deep and still,
By the great might of thy tremendous will
Fulfilled the mission foreordained to thee by God.
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THE STORY OF TWO WOMEN.
BY RUGENB DOOMAN 1 ' 11 .

NoTB.-This story is the second of a series submitted by Mr. Dooman, and
is an original translation of a Penian narrative.]
[EDITOR'S

There was once a certain king who was fond of wandering
through his city at night, dressed in the clothes of a merchant.
Late one night, when he and his vizier were walking, as was
their custom, he saw a light shining through a window.
Said the king, "There is something happening in that house.
All my subjects have gone to bed save those in that room.
Stoop down so that I may climb on your back and look within."
The vizier stooped, the king mounted on his back and looked
through the window. A young man of pleasing countenance
was sleeping on the floor, resting his head in the lap of a most
beautiful girl. The king was very much pleased thereby. He
jumped to the ground and told the vizier what he had seen.
"But I shall try the love of this girl," he said. "Get you up
on my back and tell her that the king, loving her, desires her.
But before she comes to him she must kill her husband."
The vizier climbed on the back of the king. When the
girl saw him, he placed his fingers on his lips and with the
other hand, beckoned to her. She laid the head of her husband
down gently and then walked silently to the window. He
repeated the commands of the· king to her. No sooner had
he spoken than she drew a dagger from her bosom and plunged
it in her husband. The vizier jumped down and told the king
what had happened. The king said nothing, but walked quickly
back to the palace.
The next day he called the vizier to him and said, "Vizier,
I shall absent myself from the city for three days. During
th~t time you shall put every woman in this city to the sword.
If within these three days you have not fulfilled this command,
your life shall be the penalty.''
The vizier went away very troubled, for he had a wife and
daughter and he could not kill them, who had done no evil.
Now, it happened that the vizier's father, who was an invalid, perceived that his son ate nothing and had a very troubled
countenance. So he called the vizier to him and asked the
reason for his sadness. Then the vizier related all that had
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happened on the preceding night and told of the king's command. The old man thought for a time and then told his son
to disobey the commands of the king, but, as a last request,
to ask him to listen to the story of his father.
When the king passed through the gates of the city on the
third day, he saw, to his great surprise, that women were
gathered around the well, drawing water, and talking and
laughing as they had done heretofore. When he reached the
palace, he commanded that the vizier be brought before him.
The vizier arrived and knelt before the king.
The latter, fixing a piercing glance on him, cried, "Wretch I
Did I not command thee to put every woman to the sword?
Why then do I see these many women on the streets?"
The vizier, bending his head to the ground, answered with a
trembling voice, "Your majesty, I could not carry out your
commands. I know the penalty and shall die gladly, but, as
a last request, I humbly desire that your majesty should listen
to the story of my father.·" The king gave his consent and
commanded that the old man be brought in. When the latter
had arrived he began in these words:
"Your Majesty, in my youth I was a great wrestler. My
fame spread from the Euphrates to the Ind, and so great was
it that no man dared to challenge me. Then I spread broadcast,
throughout the world, that he who could overcome me should
be my master for a year and have as much gold as he could
carry. For the space of three years not one man dared to
dispute my title.
"But, it came to pass that on a certain night, when it was
storming, I heard a great knocking at the gate and a loud
voice that called, 'Mahmud, Mahmud, come and wrestle with
me. Mahmud, Mahmud, come and wrestle with me.' I
called to him to stop knocking and to go in peace, for I had no
desire to wrestle on such a night, but the voice answered,
'Mahmud, Mahmud, come and wrestle with me."
"Then I became very angry and I said to myself, 'I shall go
out and teach that fellow to disturb my sleep.'
"I put on my clothes, opened the gate and saw standing
there a giant. I was frightened, but I rushed toward him.
But he seized me by the neck and threw me violently to the
ground. When I arose he said, 'Procure a hoe and follow me.'
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"When I returned he turned his back and walked quickly
down the highway. After walking for a space of two hours,
we came to a dark forest. With all my strength I struck him
in the back. I thought that he would fall down, but he turned
around and said in a stern voice, 'Mahmud, this is not the time
for play.' When he said this I saw that I was like a child to
him and there was no longer any hope for me.
"We walked until the dawn. We came to a high tower of
wood without door or window, smooth and round, so that
no man might enter or climb it. My companion then turned
to me and said, 'Rest here till I return.' So saying, he took
from his bosom some large nails. He grasped one and plunged
it in the wood. Then, fixing each higher than the other, he
climbed to the top, which was amidst the clouds, and disappeared
through a window.
"After the space of a minute, he was seen again, climbing
down the way he went up. Then I saw a head, covered with
blood, hanging from his belt. I was struck to the stomach*
with fear and expected to be killed. But the giant looked
d~wn at me and said, 'This is my story. I come from a tribe
of giants from a land beyond the Oxus. I am a woman and
not a man. This man, who loved me, killed my lover. But
I have found him, even though he has hidden himself in this,
the darkest of forests.' Then, cursing the head, she threw it
among some bushes. Then she drew a poniard and resolutely
killed herself.
"Your Majesty," continued the graybeard, "there are women
who are unfaithful and treacherous, but there are also those
who are true and brave. Why, therefore, should the latter die
for the sins of a few?"
The king, who had listened attentively to the story of the
vizier's father bent his head for some time. Then he raised
his eyes and turning to the vizier, he helped him to his feet and
said, "I have erred, but you have saved the lives of countless
women through your bravery. May your name be on their
lips forever.''
Then the king commanded that robes of honor be put on the
vizier and his father and that heralds be sent throughout the
city, praising the virtues of the brave vizier.
*"Struck to the stomach" is an Eastern expression, the stomach being ronsidered the
seat of the mind instead of the heart.

70

[April,

Agra Fort.

AGRA FORT.
BY JOHN CURTIS UNDERWOOD,

'g6.

At Agra Fort the walls are red,
Dull red, where blood in dust was shed
When Akbar's courtiers felt the heat.
They in some court yard's rich retreat
Through marble lace saw scimetars
Of sunlight sink like falling stars
In night's .black shadow. All the day
Listless on dim divans they lay ·
And flipped pomegranate pips away
To mark the minutes long 'till night.And now the midnight's crowns of light
In jewelled clusters, star on star,
Circlet on circlet, perfect are,
Translucent, glorious, Khiva's veil.They saw that splendor fall and fail
And Akbar's triumph pall and pale.
For us is left the dusty day ;
To watch the dusky children play
In Jumna's sands where camel's go
Tethered and laden, plodding slow.
And four score feet our feet below
Both bullock ca rt and buffalo
Are sifting Akbar's soldiers' dust.
And so they passed, and so we must.
Nor evermore may mortal eye
That jasmine town supreme descry
Where parrots fly and flake the sky,
Emerald on sapphire. These are sights
Like Heaven's City's lost delights,
And we shall see them when we die.
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THE BUILDING OF THE UNIVERSITY CLUB
OF HARTFORD.
BY FRANCIS

a.

WATER.MAN,

'or.

In the latter part of 1906, the writer was consulted by the
House Commit~ee of the University Club in regard to the
probable changes necessary to remodel a house at No. 30 Lewis
Street, Hartford, for club purposes.
The house, originally a modest homestead, and later rented
only for the use of small families, had gradually in later years
become somewhat outworn, and was uninviting in appearance
when judged by the standards of the present time. Structurally,
the building was entirely unsafe for club purposes, and architecturally it was equ.ally unfortunate because its interior
arrangement never was designed to provide for more than
ten or a dozen people living there at the same time. So that
the proposal of caring for a club with a membership of nearly
three hundred in such a house-at first thought seemed preposterous. However, since the general location was excellent,
and the rental within the modest means of the club, it was
obviously necessary to recognize the inherent limitations,
and while making the most of the situation, to be content to
give up many desirable and even necessary conveniences.
All the conditions, however, were not equally discouraging,
for there were promising possibilities, both in the house and
in its site that gave great encouragement to the architect as
his scheme gradually developed. There was one distinct
advantage gained in a general way because-although really
unsuited for club uses- the house in appearance is essentially
a home. It is long, narrow, low and somewhat rambling in
general outline, it having been added to from time to time in
former years. The little plot of ground upon which it is situated fortunately leaves the building open to the south over
its own small portion of land.
On the east-or rear-t he property is bounded by the well
kept and ancient churchyard of the First Congregational
Church of Hartford. In all these latter respects, therefore, the
architect believed that he had in the rough, several elements
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of his design, which if properly treated, would help greatly in
the final scheme for a modest but homelike shelter for the
University Club members of Hartford.
At first, with all these considerations in mind, the architect's
idea was to remodel the interior along the lines suggested by
the old English inns or taverns, such as the old "Cheshire
Cheese" of London. But later, in the work of actual designing,
he unconsciously modified the scheme until he finally adopted
a somewhat modem treatment of the early Colonial style.
This decision was largely influenced by such practical considerations as the character of the original homestead, and the
necessity of obtaining proper and harmonious furniture and
furnishings which, if Colonial in design, were wholly in keeping
with our New England traditions, and were more easily procurable in the immediate neighborhood.
The modem influence apparent in the whole design was due
largely to the color scheme as finally adopted. The woodwork
throughout the interior was intended to be a dark golden oak
in color, and the walls to be in dark, rich browns and greens,
except in some few instances where terra cotta and old 1;old
colors were used. This color scheme it was thought, if properly
adapted to the varying requirements of the different rooms.
would in all cases bring out the full beauty of the antique
brass finish of all the fixtures, hardware and furnishings, as
well as the furniture itself, which was either mahogany or dark
golden oak in finish.
The practical problem of structurally altering the house
for club purposes was worked out in the following manner.
The architect found a house considerably subdivided on both
floors with access to these floors by stairways of secondary
importance that were wrongly placed.
On the first floor, the stairway to the cellar was so placed
that it could only be reached by going through the dining
room. This, of course, was changed to a new position under
the main stairway near the entrance where it properly belonged.
On the first floor and in the front or main portion of the house,
were three rooms and a long and somewhat tortuous entrance
hall with its stairs to the second floor. The front room, formerly the parlor and now used as a "Visitors' Room" was
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retained practically intact, with the exception of a marble
mantelpiece which was quickly exchanged for a less pretentious
decoration in the simple and plain design of early Colonial date.
The two remaining rooms, together with a portion of the hall,
and some closet space, were thrown together, by tearing away
partitions, so as to obtain one large room,-to be 11sed for the
large meeting room of the club. Each of these above menM
tioned rooms had a fireplace framed with the somewhat ugly
marble mantel decoration of the Middle Period. These also
were quickly removed. The dining room in the rear of these
rooms had no fireplace at all. Therefore, one fireplace in the
new meeting room was built up on that side, but opened on
the other side for use in the dining room. The second fireplace
was retained for the members' use in the meeting room. It
was rebuilt of common- red brick, stone and dark stained wood,
and was made far more generous in size. In front, a great
stone hearth was laid which extended across the entire width
of the meeting room.
At either end of the hearth and beside each window that
gives light on either side of the fireplace, were built large and
comfortable settles with bookcases above them. The whole
composition thus· became a deeply recessed but well lighted
and inviting "ingle nook," where one might read quietly in
comparative seclusion. The great fireplace and hearth, moreover, lent an air of homelike hospitality to the principal room
of the house-especially in the evening ,-and can be regarded
as the keynote for the whole scheme of design and decoration
for the altered building. By thus opening several rooms into
one large one on the first floor, better provision was at once
made for unimpeded circulation during crowded club nights.
Unfortunately the dining room and the kitchen with its pantries
were so placed that no space could be gained for either, except
by building additions to the present structure at an expense
that would be prohibitive at the present time. So that in these
departments of the house, it was expected from the beginning
that space would be very cramped.
On the second floor in the front portion of the building,
there was considerable subdivision, for hallways, for four bedrooms and also for an attic stair, which was so situated that it
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prevented all efforts to open several bedrooms into one large
space for a billiard room. The attic stair -was therefore removed
to a better location over the main stairway, and a new billiard
room obtained, in length equal to the full width of the house,
and in width extending to the remaining two bedrooms in the
rear. A wide· doorway was cut between the billiard room and
one of the two remaining bedrooms-now to become a smoking
or lounging room for the members of the club. The fourth
and last bedroom, mentioned as being in the front portion of
the house, was subdivided with a passage way to the rear
portion of the second floor. The remaining space was utilized
for a small coat room, the cellar being too low for placing this
necessary convenience below the first floor.
In the rear portion of the house-on the second floor- two
small bedrooms were transformed into card rooms, and the old
bathroom was completely rearranged and enlarged.
In the extreme rear, and over the kitchen and pantries below,
was a large bedroom, whose eastern wall, facing the churchyard
property, was unpierced by any window, and the outside was
masked by a rough shed roof.
This room furnished one other opportunity for the architect.
He planned to rebuild the kitchen chimney and thereby provide
for an attractive fireplace in one end of this new room, which
was to be barrel vaulted and used as a library in the future.
Book shelving was built in along the. walls wherever possible.
The old shed roof and blank eastern wall were torn away and
a large alcove added, opening upon a porch, both overlooking
the old churchyard property. The alcove was well lighted by
two large windows and provided with deep seats and book
shelving above, and was to be used as a reading nook in connection with the library. An outlook such as this-over the
ancient churchyard grounds, suggestive of quiet and repose,
and naturally leading to serious meditation, might well be
valued highly by those who seek relief for a while from a portion
of the hurrying years of this twentieth century.
An outside stair lead'S from the library down to the "home
garden"-that was formerly a clothes drying yard. Grape
arbors- stained a woody green-were erected around two
sides of the garden in connection with the old house walls.
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New walks of red brick were laid. The arbors will hang heavy
with rich clusters of grapes in the coming summers, and will
overshadow the old fashioned brick walks, where refreshment
may be served when the sun is low, during a hot summer afternoon, or during the cooler evening hours. When the whole
scheme is completed, a member or his guest may sit here looking
out upon the tiny "home garden" of the club, which will be
filled with old-fashioned flowers, surrounding an ancient sun
dial. His view will be terminated by a quick-set hedge of
green to be placed as a background against the neighboring
wall upon the south side of the garden.
A bit of lawn, planted with old-fashioned shrubs, interposes
itself at a lower level-between the garden and the public
highway. The garden is terminated by a somewhat rustic
fence over which it is hoped to see, during the coming summer,
a luxuriant mass of crimson ramblers.
One improvement can be made in the future without adding
to the size of either the grounds or the house. The old shed
in the rear of the garden, and between the garden and the
churchyard wall, should have its slanting roof changed and
made level· as a floor, and thus provide for an upper terrace
above which other arbors might be built to support another
rich growth of vines, and thus afford a resting place pleasantly
situated out of doors- and overlooking one of the most beautiful
plots of ground within the confines of a crowded city.

THE DORMITORY SYSTEM OF A SMALL
COLLEGE.
BY

J,

B. SHKA.RRR,

'og.

The dormitory systems which are carried on at Williams,
Amherst, Wesleyan and Trinity are all very much the same.
At each of these colleges it would really seem that no "system"
is in vogue, in fact dorrp.itory conditions have just grown up
without any plan. Perhaps the present conditions are best;
the combination of club house or fraternity house dormitory
with the college dormitory.
What I shall try to do is to explain the advantages of the
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college dormitory system and perhaps show some of the disadvantages of the club house system.
There is no doubt that the sectional dormitory is better than
the open dormitory. In every case when speaking of the
college dormitory I shall mean the sectional dormitory. The
sectional dormitory is better because it means more bathing
facilities, less noise, and permits of grouping which is a perfectly
natural and good policy; and I might say that there can be
no objections to the club house on this ground.
At Williams the so-called college life is more pronounced
and typical than in any other of the four small colleges mentioned.
Most of the fraternity houses plan to room only upperclassmen
but sometimes of course tak~ Sophomores in order to keep
the houses filled. Most of the Sophomores and all of the
Freshmen who are said to room in the houses by the catalogue
are "flunk-backs."
About seventy per cent. of the Freshmen room in houses in
the town. Several new dormitories will be put up this summer.
One of them will complete the so-called Berkshire Quadrangle
and will contain a commons for about 150 men as well as reading
and lounging rooms for those men in the four buildings which
form the Quadrangle.
The rents charged for rooms vary from $36 to $160 a year.
The higher priced suites are composed of a study, two bedrooms,
hall and bath.
Williams College has the best combination-system of any of
the four colleges. And even here the tendency seems to be
in favor of the college dormitory. The conditions in the other
colleges are, as has been said, the same.
Princeton has been very successful with the college dormitory
system; and in fact she has made her college dormitories
yield a good per cent. from -the capital invested. If she gets
$150,000, it is used to build a dormitory, and the income derived
is used to support a chair. The college dormitory system may
then be made to pay.
The tendency is in favor of the college svstem, i. e., the
dormitory that is built and controlled by the collegiate corporation. It may be made not only to pay for itself but to be a
source of revenue to the college.
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If the small college intends to grow and if the club houses
and fraternity houses should in time come to have libraries,
halls and chapel, and to develop into units of the university,
then the present system may work itself out. But this, although
suggested by some men, is a dream and a very improbable one,
inasmuch as the tendency of grouping is almost entirely social.
We expect that the small college is to remain a small college
and have not over five hundred men. Then we will go ahead on
this supposition.
The principal disadvantage of the club dormitory is that it
does away with "The College Close." In this connection the
following passage from an article by Dean Hodges of the Episcopal Theological School at Cambridge may be cited:
"The educator has to deal with two classes of the scholastic
· population; with those who are disposed to work so hard at
books or games that they have no time to live the life, and with
those who are inclined to occupy themselves with drinking
it all in. It is this perplexity which is behind the new interest
in the college close. It is for the solution of these academic
problems that the college is turning its newest buildings with
their backs to the street, and is erecting high barriers of iron
palings and brick ports and imposing gates, and is surrounding
itself with enclosed gardens.
For the effect of all this is gently
to invite men to seclusion and the dignities of privilege, and
the delights of quiet. So long as the dormitory is a tenement,
men will live in the street; that is the way of the tenement.
But when the dormitory takes on an aspect of cultivated life,
with lawns about it, and flowering shrubs under its windows,
and clumps of chrysanthemums against the tall fence, and
immemorial trees, these influences summon men with pipes and
books to sit in the shade and talk and read and dream. These
occupations are not amenable to ordinary rule; they can not
be rewarded with marks nor enforced by proctors. They go
along with the college close.''
It is this attractive picture of a life which it is hoped the
new buildings and the surrounding grounds will provide for
the students of the new Harvard Medical School. Their dormitory will house about four hundred students, and the accommodations will range from a single room to suites of two and three
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rooms, including study. On every floor there will be several
shower baths, which are considered to be of far more physical
benefit than the system of tub baths.
With the present scattered and often far from attractive
looking wood club dormitories this ideal of the College Close
_may not be realized at the small college.
But why may not the small college make use of the sectional
college dormitory and carry out any new dormitory construction
with more particular attention to the wants of club fraternity
sections. Keep all the men on the yard, but at the same time
allow the fraternities to have every control over sections that
are in the college dormitory-there are many ways to individualize and beautify the sections without destroying the unity
of the dormitory. It would be, I think, perfectly feasible to
have butteries and a college commons for those who wished it.
This, to me, would seem to be a rather more satisfactory adjustment of the combination syst~m which is at present in operation
in nearly all the small colleges.
Let the sections in the dormitory be entirely independent
of each other, with halls and libraries, and a dining hall if they
want one. By such a radical change only can the ideals of
"The College Close" be obtained in the small college without
losing the valuable dormitory life of the club or fraternity.

TRINITY REMINISCENCES.
" PROFESSOR JIM.'"
BY THlt FIRST EDITOR OF THlt TABI,:aT.

The present writer was born within sound of Trinity College
bell, and passed his youthful days almost beneath the sheltering
eaves of the old buildings, retaining many memories of the
earlier days of college customs and college life before enrollment
as an undergraduate became a reality. The College formerly
occupied the site of the present State Capitol, when Capitol
Avenue was known as College Street, and its extension westward
was dignified by the name of Sharp's Lane. About midway
between Hungerford Street and Oak Street and on the south
side of Capitol Avenue (Sharp's Lane) stood the modest wooden

"PROFESSOR JIM"
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cottage of "Professor Jim" within easy walking distance of
the three college buildings which were the scene of his activities
for half a century.
In a former issue THE TAB LET has sketched some of the
remarkable events in the early career of Professor Jim as set
forth in the Life of James Williams by the late Mr. Proctor,
but the province of this paper is simply to recall a few memories.
of this old-time janitor who was identified with the daily life
and customs of Trinity before the removal of the college to its
new site and dreams of quadrangles disturbed the thoughts of
her graduates.
Seabury Hall, known as the Chapel building, occupied a
central position on the campus, flanked on either side with
intervening space of fifty feet by the two dormitory buildings,
Jarvis Hall and Brownell Hall, the portico of the Chapel extending beyond the line of their facades. Crowning the roof
of the Chapel at its western end was the square cupola, its upper
stage containing the belfry with four louvers which emitted
sounds from the bell (when in condition), at least four times
a day. Professor Jim loved to ring that bell (to the charge of
which he was appointed in 1831); and he had a merry twinkle
in his eye as he did it and a grin of delight would spread over
his face as he caught sight of a breathless student entering the
building almost with its last stroke, on his way to recitation.
That bell should have been preserved and placed in the College
museum, it certainly had a hard life and many knocks, and
numerous old "Grads" would like to look upon it again. Countless were the tales it told, although at times it was tongue-tied!
Graduates of the earlier days will recall the commonplace fact
that this bell had a rope (at times varying in length) which
after leaving the belfry and attic below, was confined in a
box-like enclosure some twelve by fourteen inches, made of
stout oak boards built against the north walls of the halls and
terminating at the floor of the second story where it was equipped
with a door furnished with a hasp through which a strong iron
bolt was passed and padlocked securely, and the key of this
padlock was one of the treasures which Professor Jim guarded
:with v"gila.nce. On the inside of the enclosure and just above
the door-opening, was a roller of hard wood (placed in a socket
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at each end) a device to facilitate the labor of ringing the bell.
Students who recall this bell ringing operation doubtless recall
also the racket of the roller when the rope passed back and
forth over it, but they may not remember the witticism of a
student in this connection. He tardily reached a recitation
J:'.OOm, where his class was already assembled, when being asked
by the Professor why he was late, promptly replied, "Well, sir,
to tell the truth the rope made so much noise I could not hear
the bell ring!"
If we are not mistaken the task of ringing the bell was somewhat lightened during the latter part of Professor Jim's incumbency by extending the rope to the ground floor of the building,
thus elimin~ting the climbing of a long flight of stairs whose
risers as compared with those of the staircases in the present
college buildings were of ladder-like steepness.
As previously· narrated Professor Jim was equal to the
emergency when a tongue of the old bell (we write this advisedly)
was missing and he improvised one, but there was one occasion
when his substitution of a hammer in place of a tongue was of
no avail. During a cold winter night that bell received a
sensation! It was inverted and with what labor and trouble
we can imagine, but not realize, was filled with water which
by early morning was frozen hard and the bell was "solid"
for the student body, but not for Professor Jim, whose soul was
harassed. He made life a burden and sleep impossible later as
he climbed stairs after stairs and marched through each section
of the dormitories, swinging and ringing a huge hand-bell in
retaliation for the attempt to prevent the performance of his
duty.
In Professor Jim were found the relish and appreciation of
fun common to his race, combined with a native shrewdness
serving him in good stead more than once. In his leisure
moments during the early afternoon, he was wont to pass the
time standing near some of the entrances to the buildings or
sitting on one of the stone bases at foot of the lofty columns
whic~ supported the Chapel portico and here one day a boy
with a telegram (there was no uniformed messenger service
then) found him and sought information for the delivery of the
telegram, handing over the envelope at the same time. Professor •
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Jim, whose education in the little matter of reading and spelling
had been entirely neglected, took it and scrutinizing it closely
for a moment, hanqed it back, saying, "Boy, won't you jes'
read dat here address? I ain't got my specs wid me!"
The exact date when the active duties of Professor Jim ceased
at College and he was made a quasi Professor emeritus, it would
be difficult to name, but unless we are greatly in error it was
during the early seventies and the last of his class day appearances was in 1869, when he sat with the class, occupying an
arm chair of the semi-circle arranged in front of the Chapel, and
was presented with a watch. By this time his speeches, which
were usually an enjoyable feature of the afternoon had become
somewhat labored, and were inclined to be more or less personal;
and he would single out a member of the class and pointing an
accusing finger at him, say, "Oh, you rogue, I remember-"
and then become reminiscent, much to the discomfiture of the
young man. At this particular celebration, Professor Jim
coined a word of his own which is worthy of mention, it being
at the same time most effective and seemingly natural. He
had been speaking of the opportuntities which the world held
out to the young men about to graduate and soon to leave the
shelter of their Alma Mater, and then, as the contrast between
their position and his,-that of the aged man--dawned on him,
·with a sweeping gesture, he exclaimed, raising his voice, "Oh,
~y friends, you're all advancing, but I am devancing/"
In the performance of his daily duties at College, Professor
Jim was always faithful, although it fell to his lot occasionally
to perform tasks which were far from congenial. His nature
was a happy exhibition of n-loving, temper_ed by strict regard
for duty. He was the
'. 's friend, and if he enjoyed college
pranks, he st· · .:=-.:....-~. ~ · ,. d preventing their e ecution, and
the satis\8-ct
. ·~: ~
· he brought to an untimely end a
projected p . r mischief would afford him no little amusement. He\ .-w
lways courteous and polite, both to officers
and studen s, and was ever a conspicuous figure at the College
upon public and' iri1pbrtant occasions. Class-day exercises
were incomplete ~thout one of his original and humorous
speeches, and upon commencement days, in the earlier years
of the institution, he was never absent from the campus as the
/

I
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procession wended its way from the College to the Church,
receiving as it passed him the substantial good wishes of his
friends.
The picture which best pleases the college graduate is that
of the genial janitor, as he is recalled, when sitting beneath the
shadow of the Chapel portico. He seemed identified with the
staunch old columns, with the creeping ivy, with everything
which upheld and clung to the old buildings, every comer of
which he knew so well. He had a rare fund of anecdote for
his new-made acquaintances, and the newcomer was entertained
by his tales of college life in former years. He was companionable and fond of company, and was endowed with a smartness
which, at times, proved itself to be true wit, and at repartee
he always held his own, and many of his sayings have been
preserved among the College chronicles. Professor Jim (or
James Williams, which was his real name) appeared in Hartford
as early as 1821, when he acted in the capacity of a waiter at
the City Hotel. It was not until 1832 that he was connected
with the College as a janitor, consequently he was not the
first janitor, as has been supposed, although he lived in Hartford when the original College buldings were erected, and the
College then called Washington College, was formally opened.
Outside of his professional life at college, Professor Jim passed
many happy years in the cottage on Sharp's Lane, with its
neat parlor and comfortable board, attractive and particularly
popular on Sunday, when guests were welcomed and it is safe
to say that no one went away hungry.
· He was one of the founders of the Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church in this city and the clergy were well entertained by him.
A picture is recalled to mind of Profe~or Jim as he went slowly
on his way to Church. He was arrayed in his Sunday best,
which included a silk hat and he carried a presentation goldheaded cane. Beside him Mrs. Williams walked, a dignified
and stately figure in drab, her head encased in a Quaker-like
bonnet of gray. Owing to the fact that early education had
been wanting, it might be imagined that Professor Jim would
have been embarrased thereat particularly when his religious
duties were in evidence and he was called upon to preside at
church meetings, but this does not seem to have been a source
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of trouble. His wife was a good coach and Professor Jim was
gifted with a good memory and so, as Mark Twain says of Adam
(in Adam's Diary) when he was confronted by Sunday, he
"pulled through," and this was true of Professor Jim, who on
occasion at church would rise impressively and give out a
hymn from the book, held reverently in his hands, repeating
clearly and distinctly the first verse (which was all he had learned)
and then add, "My dear breth'ren, you all know de rest!"
The illustration published in THE TABLET, showing Professor
Jim on duty, with one hand grasping the bell rope and the other
displaying his bunch of keys, was reproduced from a lithograph
which was .made years ago, d~ubtless at the suggestion of the
students or the idea may have originated in his own fertile
brain, at all events, it served as a source of revenue to Professor
Jim, particularly on Commencement days, when its sales were
promoted.
As a portrait, the likeness herewith presented is superior,
giving one a better idea of his face with sparkling eyes and the
humorous smile so characteristic of the man.
Professor Jim had a phenomenal memory in regard to faces
and he remembered nearly every student he had once known,
although he was frequently unable to recall their names, he
would mention the rooms they had occupied or something they
had said or done which showed conclusively that he was right
in his estimate and was not guessing.
He was one of the men present at the ceremony of breaking
ground at the new site, and handled the spade as it was passed
down that memorable line of College Trustees, officers, undergraduates and friends of Trinity, who in 1875 began the initial
work which culminated in the erection of the buildings which
now adorn the campus.
Having lived to the ripe old age of ninety years, Professor
Jim passed into memory on the twentieth day of May, 1878, a
memory retained by hundreds of graduates of the early days
of the College. His funeral was impressive, and after prayer
at the house, services were held in the College Chapel, and
conducted by Bishop Williams. The attendance was very
large, including officers and students and numerous other
friends and from the Chapel a procession moved to the North
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Cemetery, "!here Professor Jim was laid away in his last resting
place.
His grave is marked by a headstone designed by the writer,
and erected by the Alumni, an unpretentious stone bearing the
inscription, "Faithful over· a few things," a stone simple in
its outline but rich in association, as it was wrought from one
of those large bases of the columns beneath the old Chapel
portico, previously mentioned, a stone against which he had
doubtless sunned himself many and many a time, and in sight
of which his humorous-pathetic speeches of Class Day had
been delivered with native eloquence.
W. C: B., '68.

TSCHAIKOWSKY'S SYMPHONY PATHETIC.
BY RICHARDSON LITTLE WRIGHT, '10.

The musicians came in one by one; the jargon of tuning up
sounded through the hall. The rustle of silk dresses, and the
buzz of talk from the crowded theater seemed to play a queer
accompaniment to the pipings of the oboes and the thumping
of the kettle drums. Then it grew quiet. A door on the left
of the stage opened, a tall young man walked to the conductor's
stand, and the hush of anticipation was turned into the excitement of realization. Once more it grew quiet, each on~ held
his breath as he watched the baton of the conductor slowly
fall,-the first note was struck, or rather it was breathed into
exi~tence, and the symphony had begun! First there was a
low, plaintive tone from the oboes, the 'cellos joined and the
bass viols; a crescendo was reached, and the note then died
away again to a whisper. It was like a great sigh,-a sigh that
lingers and bears the mark of pain, for the tone was sustained
by a thin note from the first violins. That was the opening
note of the great symphony. The score called it a thought of
old age, but to me it seemed a meditation on death; more than
that, it was the journey of the soul through the valley, it was
the final struggle against the power of darkness. That crescendo
was a blow struck at the invisible enemy; that sustained note,
the flame of life, tiny, but still flickering.
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Then the movement gained strength, the entire orchestra,
in a subdued tone, went through fugues and chorales, the thin
note of the first violins was strengthened by the harmony of
the second, till the flame seemed to bum with steady light.
The soul was peering through the ruins of the world and seeing
God supreme. Thus the movement went along, joyous,
brighter and brighter. One could feel the warm blood pulsating
through the reviving man's body; he was conscious of hope
arising in the soul. The ascending chords of the 'cellos, and
the flights of the violins made this call from the deep plain to all.
But the music was, to me, a meditation on death, and although
hope and strength were revived, yet the inevitable must be
faced, the moment of agony must be reached. The gay, sportive
simplicity of the full orchestra gradually broke up into a complicated jargon, half harmony, half discord-and ever back of
it that thin note of the first violins.
And worse and worse,
Some bodily form of ill
Floats on the wind with many a loathsome curse,
Tainting the hallowed air, .and laughs, and flaps
I ts hideous wings.
Then came a crash!-and a moment of silence. The jargon
no longer sounded, but neither did that thin sustained note;
for the life was gone, the struggle was over, and the soul, loosed
from the body, had passed on its way.
Finally, the last movement commenced. It was a pastoral,
the music was such as one might hear in green fields and by
still waters. The soul was free from the attacks of the enemy,
it was following the footsteps of some unseen friendand soothing sounds
Blend with the neighboring waters as they glide;
Posted along the haunted garden bounds
Angelic forms abide
Echoing as words of watch, o'er lawn and grove,
The verses of that hymn which seraphs chant above.
But hark! There was that sustained note again; this time
not of the first violins, but of the hopeful 'cellos. · It was stealing

through the theme, and winding its way around the chords.
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There were crescendos, but gentle ones, like the suggestion of
a song from a land that is afar off. This gradually died down;
softer and softer became the music, till finally, all the instruments
but one had ceased. Every note was sile~ced but that 'cello
strain. It was the sound of hope in the soul, it was the indication of the soul's life, the mysterious declaration to man of
·the trust of the soul in the Almighty, and in His gift of life
immortal, it was the evidence of eternal joy in a soul whose
faith was lost in sight.

HER GLOVES.
BY D. C. POND,

'o8.

A pair of gloves, absurdly sma1I,
T'would seem they can't be worn at all
Unless by some Parisian doll.
Yet they were worn, one wintry night
When she and I in breathless flight
Danced till the morning showed its light.
T'was warm within the hall and she
Gave both her tiny gloves to me
To keep in careful custody.
A few days later, when concerned
With worldly cares-t'was then I learned
Those gloves to her I'd not returned.
So tiny gloves l must give you
To her to whom I know you're due.
So little gloves-to thee-adieu.
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MR, CURTIS'S SPEECH.

It is with regret that we find it im•
possible to publish at length the speech
delivered by Mr. W. E. Curtis, '75, at
the New York alumni dinner. This is
prevented through lack of space. We
should, however, like to bring out a
few of the important features of the
address, as we believe them to be of
interest to all college men.
Mr. Curtis spoke on the subject of
" Present Responsibilities," and divided it into three parts-looking at it
from its political, its legal and its moral
aspect. Under the political heading he
first pointed out that the educated men
in America take less interest in political
affairs than they should. " The great
majority of people," he said, "take no
interest in legislation until, in some
way, it attacks their pockets." In
another part of his address he said,
" The average citizen, instead of combining with his fellow citizens, making
a strenuous effort to get burdensome
laws amended, seeks how he individually can avoid the burden of taxation,
often through sacrifice of his self respect."
Mr. Curtis pointed out that it was
the duty of every man to take an inter•
est in legislation and political affairs.
An educated man by his superior
knowledge, combined with tact and
consideration, may be able to exert a
great influence if only he will get right
down and work among men. The

political aspect and said, in summing
up, " It is most important that the attention of all young men should be
called earlyin life to the performance of
their political duties, and they should
be well grounded in the principles of
government necessary to insure the
successful future of the country."
The second sub-heading of the subject was our legal responsibility. In
this connection Mr. Curtis said that
Americans are too careless in their observance of law. We might take, for
example, the case of the man who
drives his automobile at a rate higher
than is legally allowed. He is breaking
the law and the foreigner who comes to
our shores might feel justified in doing
the same. This should not be the case.
It is the duty of every educated man to
obey the law and, as far as it is in his
power, to see that others do so.
In closing Mr. Curtis spoke of the
moral responsibility of men towards
one another. We are beginning to
realize more and more that a man, as a
member of a community, is not a free
agent. "We are bound," the speaker
asserted, " to look after the poor and
weak, to provide for the ill, to educate
the ignorant and sympathize with them
in their misfortunes."
This is only a brief summary of an
address that contains many suggestions
which are well worth the deep consideration of men in college. Here we are,
on the whole, a very happy-go-lucky
set or fellows, free from care, thinking
of the world outside of our college walls
only In a dim way, as a place where we
shall go and win success as we have
conquered difficulties in college. We

speaker was particularly forcible in this do not stop long enough to consider
portion of his address relating to its what part we are to play in the drama
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of life and just how well we shall fill
the role that chance will assign to us.
It is for this reason that we are sorry
that we cannot publish all of Mr.
Curtis's address, for it contains many
things that it would be to the advantage of every Trinity man to think over.
COLLEGE ENGLISH.

If there is one thing that a college
man should know well it is his own
language, and yet how often it is that
we hear men with college education
using expressions that even those with
only a rudimentary knowledge of English would object to. This is even the
case when certain of us address a body
of people, and the effect is anything
but pleasant. Such simple things as
the plain grammatical constructions are
not heeded and we hear the wrong pronoun cases used time and again. .
We do not really see the cause of
this. The English department certainly
is doing its best to make men realize
the importance of speaking, as well as
writing, correctly. There are numberless things pointed out that we should
not do and these things are referred to
again and again. The whole trouble
seems to lie in the fact that the students
do not pay enough attention to their
English. We have formed the habit of
speaking in certain ways and have
tried to break this habit only a very
little.
Now why do college men let such
things occur without trying in some
way to remedy the trouble? To stop
doing the things that we have been
accustomed to do requires endless attention, but the results in this case
certainly are worth the trouble. How
painful it is to hear a man use incorrect
grammar when he is making an address, and yet we hear it often enough.
The students themselves judge as
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harshly with regard to this as anybody.
In answer to a question as to how a
certain classmate spoke at a recent
gathering a student replied, " He did
very well but he made some bad grammatical mistakes."
Does the average college man want
such a statement made against him ?
If not it is his own affair to see to it
that, in ordinary conversation among
his classmates, he guards against the
little things that count so much when
he wishes to make a good appearance.
And there is no doubt about it that the
ability to make a well delivered speech
in which the English Is above correction is a strong factor In favor of the
success of any man.
D. C. P.
COMMENT.

The class of '98 is having the stones
over the doors of Middle Jarvis carved
with a relief of the old college. On
each projecting stone there is to be
carved a lion's head, the cast of which
was probably done by one of the architects of the present building, and which
has been lying in the Treasurer's office
for some time.
Not only the charm but the value of·
this class's thought will be very much
appreciated here at Trinity. lt makes
one more of the little links to remind
us of an earlier college_ than the " College on the Hill."
" Trinity Reminiscences " is to be a
series of three papers, of which th~ nrst
is "Professor Jim," written by W.
C. Brocklesby, '6(). The other two
papers will appear in the next issues.
Exceedingly interesting they will be.
Mr. Brocklesby's youthful days being,
as he writes, " passed almost beneath
the sheltering eaves of the old build-
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ings, retaining many memories of the
earlier days of college customs and college life before enrollment as an undergraduate became a reality." J. B. S.
THE "NEW BOOKS" SHELF.

Have you ever tried to imagine what
the average collection of books represents? For the past month or more 1
have been looking atthe "New Books"
shelf in the library, and, as one new
volume after another appeared, I felt
like welcoming it, not that it simply
meant one more to add to the several
thousand already there, but because it
brought with it a host of ambitions, it
represented hours of labor, and it had a
personality. Run your eyes over their
backs and we can talk of some of them.
Lift out Metchnikoff 's "Prolongation
of Human Life." It is true, this book
will never be among the six best sellers,
though the purpose and the toil that
made its existence possible has lasted
and will last for years. It was not to
make eternity shorter that the scientist
worked in his laboratory, but that we
might have a more capable, a more
abundant life here. Rubbing elbows
with this are two sets-on one side, a
history of French Literature, a beautiful morocco bound series of seven royal
octavos ; and on the other, a set of
Ibsen, that ego-maniac who decks out
sin in finery to little or no purpose, for,
as Lowell puts it in his homely words,
" The Ten Commandments will not
budge." Next to this come two works
on Medieval Life and Literature, by the
French ambassador at Washington,
M Jusserand. About it has gathered
as a sort of community, three or four
books of specimens of English, the first
of a series which, when it is finished,

will be a standard reference work. Ten
Brink, too, is in this little band ; he
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comes with another volume toward his
complete history of English Literature.
Every here and there on the bottom
shelf are books for specialists; for example, Tracy's "Plane Surveying." We
run our fingers over the gilded edges, we
smell the fragrant odor of its leather
binding, but within, it is a dense mass
of figures, angles and curves. The
same could be said of " The Elements
of Statistics," and of Cournot's '' The
Mathematical Principles of the Theory
of Wealth." There are one or two
more on that bottom shelf that we cannot pass by: Lee's " Historical Jurisprudence," a weighty book, solid meat
all the way through; Augustus Hare's
"Walks in Rome," a volume familiar
to most of us, and finally, two little
copies of Dryden's Plays, from the
Mermaid Series.
But that does not end the shelf; lift
your eyes and see what a noble background this motley crew has. Two
volumes of a History of German Literature, and a richly illustrated Life of
Schiller form the cornerstone. Beside
it we find the first part of another great
set, the ''Cambridge History of English
Literature." Then come two volumes
of allusions to Shakespeare, and one
of Dr. Furness' Variorum edition. It
seems that everything of this poet except his bones have been unearthed I
As a rare contrast, he has 'long side of
him two volumes on " Pumps and Hydraulics." Truly, the very arrangement
of these books, the way they have fallen together, and the companions they
have selected seem humorous. A large
quarto on " Life in the Homeric Age"
is hobnobbing with Treelyan's The
American Revolution ; and in between
a three volume set of "A History of
the Inquisition in Spain" and Woodrow
Wilson's "The State," is wedged a
copy of the President's Message-it
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seems to be holding in its breath as
though it did not have room enough to
exist I But the mere naming of these
works may not interest you, and proba•
bly you are not enough of a sentimen•
talist to feel the ambitions and strug•
gles pent up in these volumes. Come,
then, some night when the library is
about to close, and after the lights are
out, stand before the " New Books "
shelf and let your imagination run
abandon. Schiller is leaning out of his
volume and thumbing over the History
of German Literature to see what it
has to say of him. Ten Brink, Jusserand, and Raleigh are gathered at the
feet of Shakespeare, noble scholars, at
least I How Dryden must wrangle
with Ibsen during the night hours,
what sarcastic remarks must be hurled
between them ! And, oh, the wonderful things that Augustus Hare and his
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companion, Baddeley, must see in their
walks around the Eternal City I Off in
the corner we stlll find Metchnikoff
bent over his microscope ; and in their
studies are other men toiling away at
the unborn volumes of series whose
first representative alone we have here.
And ever from his narrow space comes
the voice of our strenuous president
shouting, " Be as I,,, or fifty thousand
words to that effect. Such are the
ideas that flash through one's head as
he stands alone before the " New
Books" shelf, such are the personali•
ties that lean out from the pages of
these odd volumes, anci peculiar and
motley as they are, we must not despise them, for whether they be mathe•
maticians or historians, scientists or
economists, masters of belles letters
or hack writers, they all are brothers in
binding.
R. L. W.
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